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Before We 
Get Started

This training is being recorded and will be 
available within one week. 

You should be able to access the audio either 
through your computer or by calling.

Ask a question by typing it in the questions box. 

You can chat with the panelists and other 
participants through the chat box.



Virtual Training 
Series

Features the expertise of campaign 
partners in the field 

Focuses on specific outreach strategies 
and skills that you can begin to apply to 
your work immediately



Get It Back 
Campaign 

National effort to connect eligible workers to tax 
benefits

Promote the Earned Income Tax Credit, the Child 
Tax Credit, free tax preparation, and other tax 
benefits

Work with a network of diverse partners 

Provide outreach tools, trainings, and resources 
to help you link eligible workers to the tax credits 
and free tax help 

www.eitcoutreach.org

http://www.eitcoutreach.org/


The CASH Campaign of Maryland promotes economic advancement for low-
to-moderate income individuals and families in Baltimore and across 

Maryland. CASH accomplishes its mission through operating a portfolio of 
direct service programs, building organizational and field capacity, and 
leading policy and advocacy initiatives to strengthen family economic 

stability.



What

RIDESHARE 
TAXES

How to help drivers figure out 
their taxes…



WHY THIS MATTERS?
➤ Close to 2 million Uber /Lyft Drivers in the U.S.

➤ Many drivers do not realize they are self-employed and the tax implications for them

➤ Many drivers do not understand record keeping or quarterly estimated tax payment requirements
and whether they needed to file



TOPICS
➤ Income

➤Expenses

➤Recordkeeping

➤Other Tax Issues

➤Tools & Resources



INCOME



INCOME - GENERAL 
➤ Driver’s own receipts and records, if any

➤ Uber or Lyft Account Summaries

➤ Form 1099-Misc

➤ Form 1099-K





UBER:
1099-MISC will be provided if

the driver earns at least $600 received 
directly from Uber, rather than from 

individual rider fares. Examples include 
incentive payments, driver referral 
payments, and “join and support” 

payments. 

Lyft:
1099-MISC will be provided if the drivers 
earns at least $600 from activities other 

than driving (ex. referral bonuses, Express 
Drive bonuses, Mentoring or other 

incentives. 



1099-K



UBER:
1099-K will report

payments received from riders ONLY 
IF the driver has more than $20,000 
in customer payments AND provided 

at least 200 rides or deliveries. 

LYFT:
1099-K will report the gross receipts 
from all rides paid from passengers 

over $600. 



$1,811.21  

$1,041.28

$2,077.27 

+ $244.34

$5,174.02

??????

*For Lyft, Box 1a will include Lyft commission fees  and tolls.

*For Uber, Box 1a will include expenses Uber paid for on the driver behalf.



➤Uber Tax Summary

➤Uber breakdown of annual earnings and business related
expenses

➤Lyft Driving Summary

OTHER FORMS NEEDED 



Gross 
Income





Inco
me



WHERE DO I FIND THAT FORM???



UBER - WHERE TO FIND INCOME & TAX INFO

➤ Go to partners.uber.com

➤ Go to the “Tax Information” tab or page

➤ Download the following:

➤ 2018 Tax Summary

➤ 1099-K (if provided)

➤ 1099-MISC (if provided)

http://partners.uber.com


ONLINE DASHBOARDIN APP

➤ Open app

➤ Tap profile photo in the top left
corner

➤ Tap ‘Dashboard’

➤ Tap the menu icon in the upper
corner of the screen

➤ Tap the “Tax Information” tab

➤ Available 1099s will appear under
“Tax Documents” and can be
downloaded from there

➤ Lyft Driver Summary

➤ Log into Dashboard at
https:/www.lyft.com/drive/dashboard

➤ Click on ‘Tax Information’

➤ Available 1099s will appear under
“Tax Documents” and can be
downloaded from there

➤ Lyft Driver Summary



EXPENSES



BUSINESS DEDUCTIONS - GENERAL 

➤ ORDINARY are expenses that are common and accepted in the
taxpayer’s line of work.

➤ NECESSARY are expenses that are helpful and appropriate for a
particular trade or business.

*VITA Limit for business deductions
is $25,000



STANDARD MILEAGE DEDUCTION 
➤ $0.545 per mile (2018)

➤ Tolls

➤ Parking

➤ Business percentage of auto loan interest

➤ Personal property taxes



OTHER DEDUCTIBLE MILEAGE 

➤ Miles driven to pick up passengers

➤ Miles driven returning from drop-off points to a place to wait for another
ride request

➤ And any other mileage related to the business

Tracks miles while 
online 

Tracks both in and out 
of ride miles 



ACTUAL CAR EXPENSES 
➤ Car washes

➤ Car Depreciation

➤ Garage rent

➤ Gas & Oil

➤ Lease payments

➤ Licenses

➤ Parking fees

➤ Registration fees

➤ Vehicle Repairs

➤ Tires

➤ Tolls

➤ Roadside assistance

➤ Car loan interest rate

VITA



Fully deductible 

➤The Uber Fee

➤Uber Provided Device
Subscriptions

➤Tolls Incurred During On-Trip
Mileage

➤Black Car Fund Fees

➤City Fees

➤Airport Fees

➤Split Fare Fees

➤Safe Rides Fees

➤Property Taxes
➤Interest on Auto Loan
➤Lease Payments*
➤Fuel, Oil, and Tires*
➤Repairs and Maintenance

(including car washes)*
➤Insurance*
➤Registration and Tags*
➤Parking

Allocable 
DEDUCTIBLE EXPENSES - UBER 

Note: (*) items are included in standard mileage rate 



Fully deductible 

➤Lyft Commission Fees

➤Express Pay Fees

➤Tolls Incurred During
On-Trip Mileage

➤Rental Fees

➤Property Taxes

➤Interest on Auto Loan

➤Lease Payments*

➤Fuel, Oil, and Tires*

➤Repairs and Maintenance
(including car washes)*

➤Insurance*

➤Registration and Tags*

➤Parking

Allocable vs.

DEDUCTIBLE EXPENSES - LYFT 

Note: (*) items are included in standard mileage rate 



WHAT MILES ARE DEDUCTIBLE?
Positioning For a Ride 
From Home 

Driving to a busy area from home to wait for a 
ride. X

Waiting for a Request Get to buy area and log in to app to begin 
receiving request. 

Request Received: 
Picking Up Passenger

Receive first request 3 miles away. 

Driving a Paying Fare Driving to passenger’s desired location. 

Driving to get a sandwich

Positioning For a Ride: Driving to another busy area to wait for a ride. 

Driving home at end of 
the day

X

X



➤ Car tool kit

➤ First aid kit

➤ Tire inflator and pressure gauge

➤ Portable battery jump pack

➤ Flashlights and flares

➤ Business taxes and licenses

➤ Additional (non-auto) insurance for your
business

➤ Roadside assistance plans

➤ Music apps

➤ Fees for background checks

➤ Cost of phone

➤ Phone service plan

➤ Repairs

➤ Accessories, such as chargers,
cables, and mounts

➤ Snacks and refreshments for
passengers

➤ Electronic toll transponder

➤ Floor mats

➤ Office supplies

➤ Dash Cams

OTHER DEDUCTIONS *

* May be allocable if not just for business use



Fully Deductible Fees

Add any additional  

mileage x 0.545

for total mileage deduction

Standard Mileage 
Rate



Add any additional  

mileage x 0.545

for total mileage deduction

Standard Mileage 
Rate



Fully Deductible Fees



RECORDKEEPING



TYPES OF RECORDS

➤ Bills

➤ Credit card statements

➤ Other receipts

➤ Invoices

➤ Mileage logs

➤ Canceled, imaged or substitute checks or any other proof of payment

➤ Account Summaries



MILEAGE LOGS
➤ Date

➤ Destination/Area

➤ Business Purpose

➤ Miles for trips (ideally starting/ending odometer readings)

➤ Description



BET THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT 



RECONSTRUCTING RECORDS
➤ Easier said then done

➤ Start with Uber/Lyft statements

➤ Prior Year Return



OTHER TAX ISSUES



Who Is  Self-Employed?



INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR OR EMPLOYEE?

Employees Independent Contractors 

How Income Is Taxed Gross wages minus any pre tax 
benefits. Subject to income, 
social security and medicare 

taxes. 

Gross receipts minus 
allowable business deductions. 

Subject to income and self 
employment tax. 

Federal Taxes Yes Yes

States Taxes Yes (Where Applicable) Yes (Where Applicable)

Social Security & 
Medicate taxes 

Yes (pay half; Employer pays 
other half)

Yes (pays both halves)

Tax Documents 
Received 

Form W-2 Form 1099-MISC and/or 
Form 1099-K

Where to Report Income Form 1040, Line 7 Form 1040, Schedule C 

How Taxes Are Paid Through payroll withholding Estimated Tax Payments

How Work Related 
Expenses are Deducted

No longer deductible As business deductions on 
Schedule C 



SELF-EMPLOYMENT TAX 

➤ An additional tax that self-employed individuals must pay to the federal government to fund
Medicare and Social Security

➤ Due when an individual has over $400 in self-employment income throughout the course of the year

➤ Because self-employed individuals work for themselves they have to contribute both the “company”
and “employee” portion of the tax



SELF-EMPLOYMENT TAX RATE 

➤ Calculated according to net income from business

➤ For 2018, the self-employment tax rate is 15.3%

➤ This includes both the employer and employee share of 12.4% for Social
Security and 2.9% for Medicare

➤ Tax is figured on Schedule SE

➤ 1/2 total amount of self-employment tax is taken as an adjustment on
Form 1040



EMPLOYEES AND BUSINESS INCOME 
➤ Even if a driver works another job with taxes being withheld, they cannot

assume these withholdings will be enough to cover self-employment taxes

➤ SE tax is an additional tax that is added after income tax liability is
calculated

➤ It is possible for income taxes to be paid while self-employment taxes are
owed

➤ Only refundable credits and withholdings will pay down SE tax on the tax
return



QUARTERLY ESTIMATED TAX PAYMENTS 

➤ A way to pay taxes on income that is not subject to withholding.

➤ Usually paid in four equal payments throughout the year.

➤ General Rules:

➤ Taxpayer expects to owe at least $1,000 on their 2018 return; AND

➤ Taxpayer expects withholding and refundable credits to be less than the
SMALLER of 90% of 2018 tax or 100% of 2017 tax



FORM 1040 ES & PAYMENT DUE DATES 



TAKEAWAYS



WHAT DO I TELL CLIENTS?

➤ Yes, you’re a small business!

➤ Be sure to track all your expenses, especially mileage!

➤ You will need to pay self-employment taxes.

➤ Make estimated tax payments, if and when possible.

➤ File your taxes!



TOOLS & RESOURCES 



ROADMAP TO RIDESHARE TAXES CHEAT SHEET 



RIDESHARE TAX ORGANIZER 



NEW WEBSITE (RIDESHARETAXHELP.COM)

http://www.ridesharetaxhelp.com/


NEW WEBSITE (RIDESHARETAXHELP.COM)

Homepage

➤ How Do Rideshare (Uber and Lyft) Drivers Pay Taxes? (101 Guide)

➤ How Do Uber and Lyft Drivers Count Income? (Income)

➤ Tax Deductions for Rideshare (Uber and Lyft) Drivers (Expenses)

➤ How to Claim the Standard Mileage Deduction (Mileage)

➤ Actual Car and Truck Expense Tax Deductions (Actual Expenses)

➤ Quarterly Estimated Payments Due Dates (Quarterly Payments)

➤ A Step-by-Step Guide to Filing Rideshare (Uber or Lyft) Taxes (Step-by-step)

http://www.eitcoutreach.org/rideshare/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.eitcoutreach.org_rideshare_how-2Ddo-2Drideshare-2Duber-2Dand-2Dlyft-2Ddrivers-2Dpay-2Dtaxes&d=DwMFaQ&c=1IUvw6fBZaO6DQT7_qzSfw&r=zZVx5oiYMGRsokFgWQA98Q&m=lXNgsH8v2dG_85wgfidWbY3kEDWrjZMJTYnZTDQOKF0&s=TR_B-fYIpGQmyyVeT8-ZicFDh_N6NClL_mnqkfv0nPo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.eitcoutreach.org_rideshare_how-2Ddo-2Duber-2Dand-2Dlyft-2Ddrivers-2Dcount-2Dincome&d=DwMFaQ&c=1IUvw6fBZaO6DQT7_qzSfw&r=zZVx5oiYMGRsokFgWQA98Q&m=lXNgsH8v2dG_85wgfidWbY3kEDWrjZMJTYnZTDQOKF0&s=Y0QZZcWnAP4b8cDcB2wlCT6S2997P1cD6yjmT6pjpI0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.eitcoutreach.org_rideshare_tax-2Ddeductions-2Dfor-2Drideshare-2Duber-2Dand-2Dlyft-2Ddrivers&d=DwMFaQ&c=1IUvw6fBZaO6DQT7_qzSfw&r=zZVx5oiYMGRsokFgWQA98Q&m=lXNgsH8v2dG_85wgfidWbY3kEDWrjZMJTYnZTDQOKF0&s=Yi2Za1vfQ3UJahrYqi5UGtv7I5CPpsVQqvPO6JqTS-I&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.eitcoutreach.org_rideshare_how-2Dto-2Dclaim-2Dthe-2Dstandard-2Dmileage-2Ddeduction&d=DwMFaQ&c=1IUvw6fBZaO6DQT7_qzSfw&r=zZVx5oiYMGRsokFgWQA98Q&m=lXNgsH8v2dG_85wgfidWbY3kEDWrjZMJTYnZTDQOKF0&s=DJ-Rlgyjf8NuzKZ7xoUSSZnYNN7H1W-4RENDVF26xJU&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.eitcoutreach.org_rideshare_actual-2Dcar-2Dand-2Dtruck-2Dexpense-2Dtax-2Ddeductions&d=DwMFaQ&c=1IUvw6fBZaO6DQT7_qzSfw&r=zZVx5oiYMGRsokFgWQA98Q&m=lXNgsH8v2dG_85wgfidWbY3kEDWrjZMJTYnZTDQOKF0&s=mRbixP3ujhybBfoU_pMzzpke8CRDINbWUM6-i0Nwois&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.eitcoutreach.org_rideshare_quarterly-2Destimated-2Dpayments-2Ddue-2Ddates&d=DwMFaQ&c=1IUvw6fBZaO6DQT7_qzSfw&r=zZVx5oiYMGRsokFgWQA98Q&m=lXNgsH8v2dG_85wgfidWbY3kEDWrjZMJTYnZTDQOKF0&s=ZcnsNhC4gP9ASJ8nZ6u3Y4Djs71qvwuR8c5T4QPLrj4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.eitcoutreach.org_rideshare_a-2Dstep-2Dby-2Dstep-2Dguide-2Dto-2Dfiling-2Drideshare-2Duber-2Dor-2Dlyft-2Dtaxes&d=DwMFaQ&c=1IUvw6fBZaO6DQT7_qzSfw&r=zZVx5oiYMGRsokFgWQA98Q&m=lXNgsH8v2dG_85wgfidWbY3kEDWrjZMJTYnZTDQOKF0&s=oqjWb9lXd0xy6asTLigsNua78ShnS0vQOAxJp6nrpFk&e=


NEW WEBSITE (RIDESHARETAXHELP.COM)

Resources

➤ Cheat sheet

➤ Tax Deduction Tracker

➤ Rideshare Tax Organizer

http://www.eitcoutreach.org/rideshare/roadmap-to-rideshare-taxes-cheat-sheet/
http://www.eitcoutreach.org/rideshare/tax-deduction-tracker-and-mileage-log/
http://www.eitcoutreach.org/rideshare/rideshare-tax-organizer/
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